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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
Fish  and  Wildlife  Service 
50  CFR  Part  17 

Endangered  and  Threatened  Wiidlife 
and  Plants;  Review  of  the  Status  of 
Shoshone  Sculpin 

AGENCY:  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service, 
Interior. 

action:  Notice  of  review. 

summary:  The  Service  has  received 
letters  and  supporting  information  from 
Dr.  Peter  Bowler  indicating  that  the 
status  of  the  Shoshone  sculpin  (Cottus 
greenei),  a  native  Idaho  Hsh,  should  be 
reviewed.  Examination  of  the  data 
submitted  by  this  individual  supports 
this  status  review.  This  notice 
announces  that  the  Service  is  reviewing 
the  status  of  the  Shoshone  sculpin  and  is 
soliciting  additional  comments  and 
informations. 

DATES:  Comments  from  the  public  and 
other  Federal  agencies  must  be  received 
by  May  27, 1980.  Comments  from  the 
Governor  of  Idaho  must  be  received  by 
June  30, 1980. 

ADDRESSES:  Interested  persons  or 
organizations  are  requested  to  submit 
comments  to  the  Director  (OES),  U.S. 
Fish  and  Wildlife  Service,  Department 
of  the  Interior,  Washington,  D.C.  20240. 
Comments  and  materials  relating  to  this 
notice  are  available  for  public 
inspection  during  normal  business  hours 
at  the  Service’s  Office  of  Endangered 
Species,  Suite  500, 1000  North  Glebe 
Road,  Arlington,  Virginia. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 

For  further  information  on  this  notice 
contact  Mr.  John  L.  Spinks,  Jr.,  Chief, 
Office  of  Endangered  Species  (703/235- 
2771). 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION: 
Background 

The  Shoshone  sculpin,  Cottus  greenei, 
a  native  Idaho  fish  is  a  species  endemic 
to  the  man  Valley  in  southern  Idaho.  Its 
present  distribution  is  restricted  to  short 
tributaries  of  the  Snake  River  in  the 
“Thousand  Springs"  formation,  a  spring 
system  existing  between  Twin  Falls  and 
Bliss  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Snake 
River  Canyon.  The  Thousands  Springs 
contribute  approximately  6200  cubic  feet 
per  second  of  high  quality  outflow  to  the 
Snake  River  and  comprise  much  of  the 
volume  of  the  river  during  certain 
periods  of  the  year.  At  the  present  time, 
this  species  is  known  from  segments  of 
ten  springs  in  the  Thousand  Springs 
formation;  Billingsley  Creek,  Blue  Heart 
Springs,  Briggs  Spring,  Bickel  Spring, 


Blind  Canyon  Spring,  Banbury  Spring, 
Riley  Creek,  Sand  Springs  Creek,  Box 
Canyon,  Lower  White  Spring,  and  an 
unnamed  spring.  The  Shoshone  sculpin 
likely  had  populations  in  the  free- 
flowing  Snake  River  prior  to  the 
construction  of  dams.  The  river 
probably  served  as  a  dispersal  corridor 
for  the  species.  Lower  Salmon  Falls  Dam 
and  Upper  Salmon  Falls  Dam 
impounded  most  of  the  Snake  River 
within  the  species  distribution;  Bliss 
Dam  impounded  water  from  a  site 
below  Bliss  up  to  the  down-river  end  of 
the  Thousand  Springs  tributaries.  Many 
of  the  springs  presently  inhabited  by  the 
scuplin  may  be  adversely  altered  by 
proposed  water  development  projects. 

The  Department  is  seeking  comments 
from  the  Governor  of  Idaho,  the  only 
State  where  this  species  is  know  to 
occur.  All  other  interested  parties  are 
hereby  invited  to  submit  any  factual 
information  which  is  pertinent  to  this 
review. 

The  primary  author  of  this  review  is 
Dr.  James  D.  Williams,  U.S.  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Service,  Office  of  Endangered 
Species,  Washington,  D.C.  20240  (phone: 
703/235-1975). 

This  notice  is  issued  under  the 
authority  contained  in  the  Endangered 
Species  Act  of  1973,  as  amended  (16 
U.S.C.  1531  et  seq.:  87  Stat.  884,  92  Stat. 
3751). 

Dated:  March  18, 1980. 

Lynn  A.  Greenwalt, 

Director,  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service. 
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